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The twenty-seventh century. Our galaxy is administered 
by the united planets federation  and  law and order are 
enforced by the elite corps known as the space rangers.

Story: Tony Rivers
Script: Tony Rivers & Chris Malgrain
Art: Hamo

By the kraal nebula! 
Pirates!

all aboard, 
corsairs!

Suddenly...
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One down! This cargo’s 
lucky we were patrolling 

this sector, Zardo!

Watch out, Wanda! 
A photon torpedo! OOPS!

You’ll see I’m more than a match 
for you arrogant clowns!
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take that, filthy 
scumbag!

better hightail 
it now, but we’ll 

meet again!

You’ve saved us. thank
you so much, rangers!

Nearest base is on Ringus 3, 
only two parsecs from here. 

We’re in luck, partner!

You’re welcome! We were 
hit so we’re going to the 
nearest base for repairs.
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Nothing too serious, I hope? I don’t wanna be stuck here.

Mmm... the torpedo 
badly damaged the 
hull. The repairs 
are gonna take 

some time.
Since we’re going to have 

free time, we might as well 
put it to good use. We’re at 
your disposal, commander.

Okay. Come with me, then. 
We’re having a problem with 

boarders at level 523.

A few minutes later.

Boarders are young 
delinquents operating in 

the higher levels’ shopping 
areas. They’re pretty hard 

to catch.

We know some of them 
are around here.
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Theft reported in an antique 
shop in sector 523-T-64. The 

suspect is a boarder and he’s 
flying in your direction!

Beep 
beep!

Wait!

Roger that! We’re- -

Look! there 
he is!

Oops! Stop!

OUCH! Just you 
wait, brat, I’ll- -
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He’s escaping. 
Send more men!

No need, commander. 
I’m gonna get my 

mitts on this kid and 
teach him a lesson 
he’ll never forget!

Hurry up, then! 
He’s already 

far!

You’re not getting 
away this time!
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?! !!!

Gasp!

End of the ride, kid! 
Now come with us!

Well done, rangers! We’ve 
    got this punk at last!
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Let’s see what he 
wanted so badly!

What in the 
universe is this...

thing?

What morons! this is one 
of Earth’s greatest pop 

culture masterworks from 
the twenty-first-century! 
It’s called a comicbook.

Yeah, sounds and looks 
stupid, but antique 

collectors pay mega 
money for this junk!

OK, this oldie is 
going back to its 

owner’s dusty shelf 
and you are going 
into custody, kid.
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Later...

Garage to space rangers 
Wanda and Zardo! Your 
spacecraft is ready!

Time to go! our stay here 
was far from boring, 

commander.

Happy to hear this. You 
should come back and visit 
the low levels one day, fun 

guaranteed there!

Take care, 
rangers!

Ha ha, this has gotta be the 
weirdest of our adventures so far. 

Felt like a prehistoric trip!
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You know, that 
comicbook did look 

cool, Zardo.

Think I could find 
cheap digital versions 
at the base’s bazaar?

The end
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The Planet Torquem.

A world of progress. Both technological and social. A world where the ever-expanding 
rights of the individual, which were at first seen as a blessing, gradually came to be 
seen by a significant part of the population as a sign of decadence. That magnified ideal of 
"Tolerance and Freedom" that had led to racial integration, religious diversity, affirmation 
of once-forbidden sexual identities and non-traditional ways of life became a source of 

harsh conflicts that finally brought forth a revolution.

The new world that emerged reverted to a dark age of religious oppression and tyranny. 
Criticizing the Emperator or the official doctrine brought about heavy reprisals and 
rejecting them was declared heresy and punishable by death. In the centuries that followed 
the revolution many were the idealists who challenged the regime and ended up giving their 

lives for the ideals of those lost Freedoms.

The regime, so as to completely eradicate opposition, designed a penalty worse than death: 
"orbital excommunication". A fanciful term that meant banishing the rebels into space 
around the Earth within tiny capsules. Capsules that would feed them intravenously and 
automatically dispose of their bodily wastes. Thus they would wake every day in a cell, 
immobile and their only view was the cold, empty void of space. Many of these prisoners 
would eventually develop claustrophobia. Things only got worse from there as their 
claustrophobia would bring on attacks that drove them insane. The regime, for propaganda 
purposes, made sure there were small cameras inside the capsules that broadcast their 

atrocious agony live to the population.

Political adversaries became rare. To maintain a constant state of terror the regime would 
regularly arrest individuals who didn’t follow the doctrine in their private lives and 
excommunicate them. Opposition dried up as people’s misery and silent anger grew. Just as 

their feeling of hopelessness.

But one day a man spoke out. His words showed such bravery and determination that some 
people dared to follow him in his underground resistance movement. The name he gave 
himself was Dorgan and his charisma and thirst for justice started to give hope to the 

population again. Until he was betrayed and arrested.
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Thus we, keepers 
of the Holy Truth and 

administrators of Divine 
Justice, declare--

--- and in 
the name of our 

Emperator 
Exquil IV--

-- through 
our almighty 
God’s will--

-- Moldar Vall 
aka Dorgan guilty of 
heresy and sentence 

him to orbital 
excommunication 

for life!

Story & art: Terry Oliver
Script: Terry Oliver, Chris Malgrain & Kevin Moorhead.
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Enjoy your 
power while you 

still can, 
creeps!

You’ll pay 
for all your 
crimes! Your 

time is--

The sentence 
is to be executed 

at once!
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Let 
this be an 
example--

-- to those who 
may still dare 

to defy the Holy 
Order!

...and 
especially us 

militians--

-- who have 
no qualms about 
delivering the 

deviant scum to the 
executioner!

Place the 
convict in his 

space-capsule!
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Body-machine 
interconnection!

Lock 
the capsule 

now!

Setting flight 
parameters !
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Down with 
the tyrants!

Free 
Dorgan!

Death to 
Exquil!

Subdue this 
filthy scum!
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Dorgan! Eynnia!

Shoot 
down this 
terrorist!
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Executioner!
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Wake up, you 
imbecile!!!

Check 
the capsule’s 
trajectory 
immediately!

This heretic 
must not escape 

the Keepers’ 
sentence.

Crashing 
anywhere would 
be too sweet a 

punishment!

Y-yes militian 
Rakkor...

Get to 
the point!

According to my 
first estimates, the 
capsule won’t crash 

on Torquem--

--since it 
has no guiding 
and recovery 

systems.

It’s probably 
going to miss the 

geostationary orbit that 
was initially planned 

and get lost 
in space--

--but because 
of its premature 

launch, without the 
parameters being 

fully--
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Bah, it doesn’t matter 
after all. The sentence 
has been executed and 
the insurrection has 

been nipped in the bud. 
There is no more 

threat now...

No need to 
send a space shuttle 

to recover the 
convict yet--

The rebellion 
is getting organized. 
We must not allow 
this scum to get 

a martyr--

You should. 
In your own 

interest as well 
as ours...

But we have more 
urgent matters to attend 
to for now. Indeed, our 

priority is to report to our 
divine Emperator, the great 

Exquil IV. His wrath 
will undoubtedly be 

terrible...

We advise you 
not to lose track 
of the capsule, as 
long as possible.

-- but we want 
you to focus your 

efforts on his 
localization and inform 

us of any change of 
trajectory--

Are you 
certain of 

that?

-- or any 
interception.

-- or a 
leader.

I will 
do as you 

ask.
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Here’s the 
sign that will 

guide us!At last!
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