




“Costumed heroes with 
superhuman abilities are an 

American tradition. 

“No one ever found out who the man behind the mask was, 
and his identity remains a mystery to this day.

“The very first of them, The 
Archer, appeared in 1776. The 
colorful bowman, who shot 
his arrows at an incredible 
speed and who never missed 

his targets, filled with 
exaltation the hearts of the 
American rebels during the 

War of Independence and was 
one of the major figures of 
our eventual emancipation.
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“Not until 1917 did the new embodiment of 
the American ideal appear, in the person 
of the Steel Patriot, whom an experiment 

not only turned into an invulnerable 
warrior but also kept him eternally 

youthful.

“A veteran of both world 
wars and today a government 
agent, our national hero has 
indeed not aged in more than 

forty years.
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“Since the advent of the atomic era, 
the number of such supermen has 

rocketed.

“There has been 
The Behemoth...

“…Elastic Lad...

“Our cities have found themselves, one 
after another, under the protection of 
those super-fighters, many of whom now 

operate in public unmasked.

“…and The Sentries.
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“But not all of those beings endowed with powers become 
heroes, and the increase of both superheroes and super-
criminals has led us to an era of uncertainty and fear.

“What if these supermen joined forces 
to take power- -or joined the communist bloc?
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“And yet, their leader 
is none other than 

Frank Foster, the 
highly respected 

professor who went 
missing one year ago 
after the explosion 
of his laboratory at 
Archer University- -

“- -and whose bravery in 
World War I earned him 

the nickname "Formidable" 
Frank Foster, as well as 

numerous medals.

“Yesterday at 4:00 p.m., 
the streets of Archer 

were the scene of a 
massacre caused by 

the Storm Fighter, a 
superman protesting 
in the name of the Ku 
Klux Klan against 

racial integration in our 
schools.

“Let us review the facts.
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This concern is 
particularly acute today 
in Archer City, where a new 

group of supermen who 
appeared yesterday- -

- -is suspected 
of anti-American 

sentiments.

Mom! A 
monster!!!

Cool!

!



“Our film units couldn’t reach the battlefield, 
but we have been able to obtain some photographs 
courtesy of the Associated Press’s Wide World 

News Photo Service.

“After battling the Storm Fighter and 
seeing him disappear in a flash of light, 

Foster’s group- -which has been dubbed ‘The 
Formidables’ by the authorities- -revealed 

their identities.

“Janelle 
Williams- 
-Foster’s 

niece- -

“- -who, like Foster, 
Williams, and 
D’Amico, was 

believed to have 
been killed in the 

lab explosion.

“He has been identified 
as thirty-five-year-old 

Randy Coleman- -

“has been 
described as a 
‘telekinesist,’ 

possessing great 
powers of the 

mind. She and her 
boyfriend, the 
human meteor 
Alexander 
D’Amico- -

“- -were students 
at Arrow University 

and had also been 
missing for one year, 
following the explo-

sion of Professor 
Foster’s laboratory.
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- -he changed back 
to human form in front of 
witnesses who had hidden 

during the attack.

The photo that you’re 
going to see has been adjusted 

for the viewers at home, for the man 
was almost naked after his amazing 

transformation.

As for the 
rocky giant- -



“According to reports, some 
members of the crowd expressed 

outrage over Coleman’s presence, 
which led to a brief outbreak of 

violence among the eyewitnesses.

“- -defended his teammate by 
making what were perceived 
as anti-Christian remarks 

to the hostile crowd- -

“The situation only 
grew more heated when 
the last member of the 

team- -identified as Mark 
Anderson, who had been 
missing for six months 

himself- -
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“- -before, er...embracing 
Coleman and thus revealing 

the homosexual bond 
between them.

Wh-What?

Children, 
go to your 

rooms!!!

Jesus! Is this 
the America I fought 

for?

Ahem

When calm was restored by police, 
Foster revealed that he knew the Storm 

Fighter, whose real identity is that of 
Professor Garry Phillips, Foster’s 

assistant and friend at Archer University. 
Phillips had also been presumed dead, 

following last year’s explosion. 

Foster claimed Philipps is actually a communist agent whose mission 
yesterday was to worsen racial tensions in the United States by 
convincing the black population to adopt the tenets of Marxism. Then 
the group disobeyed the orders of the police and fled the scene aboard 
a futuristic aircraft most likely constructed by Foster. What, exactly, 
are the links between Foster and this new communist threat? Can we 
trust these would-be heroes whose compliance with the American Way of 
Life is more than dubious?  How can we be certain that the Black population 
is not going to see in Coleman a potential fighter for its cause and turn 
away from the nonviolent methods of Dr. King? Disturbing questions, to 
be sure, and ones in need of immediate answers- -if only to guarantee the 

continued safety of our great nation.



“To that end, the government has dispatched its 
super-agent, the Steel Patriot, to Archer. “We were able to get 

a few words from the 
nation’s hero at the start 

of his investigation this 
morning…"
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Flushing out these 
“Formidables” is only a matter of time.

Let me assure the citizens of Archer City 
they have nothing to fear.

This case 
will soon be 

resolved with 
the culprits 
brought to 
justice- -
one way or 
another.

We’re in 
trouble, 

guys!

How could 
he ever find these 

secret caves in the 
mountains?

Bah! This
guy is just a 

windbag!

He’s all brawn, 
not brains. Nothing to 

worry about.
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Nice going, Frank- -our
fearless leader has made 

outlaws out of us!

Don’t put the 
blame on Uncle Frank, 

Alex! And let him sleep, 
the battle exhausted 

him.

But we 
can’t hide 

here forever. 
Not with that 

commie Storm 
Fighter running 

free, planning 
who knows what 

for his next 
attack!

Where is he, 
anyway? Still 
sleeping while 

Uncle Sam sends 
his number-one 

bloodhound 
after us?

Hey!

We’ve 
gotta 

find him 
before 

he- 

The alarm!

I swear, 
if it’s bats

again..



“Go tell him the 
news- -

- -while we beat the 
crap out of this 
star-spangled 

clown!"
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I know you 
can see me and 

hear me. 

Problem, 
guys!

 That’s not 
bats…

On behalf of the 
government of the United 
States, let me in without 

resistance!

Oh my God, 
how did he 
find us?

I don’t care- 
-let’s go!

Lead the 
way!

Wait a 
minute- -what 
about Uncle 

Frank?

Looks like he’s 
going to miss the party. 
That’s what you get for 

sleeping-in.
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Cripes- -
he ducked 
so fast!

Home? 
You occupy this place 

illegally!

Did you think we’d 
welcome you with tea and 
cupcakes, hero? You can’t 

just invade our home 
like this!
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This place is property 
of the United States 

government, and I’m its 
representative!

Now I’ve got some 
questions for you squatters, 

and you’re going to 
answer them!

and what 
if we don’t, champion? You 
see there’s three of us, 

right?

Stop 
fluttering around 

me and obey!

You’re so full of 
yourself it’s sickening! 

But you’re gonna see
that my strength 
doesn’t decrease 

with my size!

Say “good 
night,” star-

man!
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Mark, 
wai- -

Oww, my hand! 
This guy is really 

made of steel!

I told you 
to keep your 
distance, kid.

You know what 
happens to annoying 

insects, don’t 
you?

They get 
swatted!

MARK!!!

He’s only 
stunned.

Unghhh...

Don’t worry, 
Randy, I’ll catch 

your favorite 
hothead!
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You’re wrong about us, Patriot! 
I’ve always admired you, but you’re 
really stupid if you think we’re 

traitors!

That’s what I’m 
here to find out. But 

resorting to force instead 
of answering my questions 

doesn’t make you 
look good!

It takes more 
than a slap to take 

me out of the 
game!

Hey...

RHAAAA! 
Hey?

Randy is going 
to chop you up into 
little pieces, you 

bastard!
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You’re impressively 
strong, but far too slow 

and clumsy to give me
much trouble!

And since you’re as rabid 
as your insect friend, you’ll 
get the same treatment he 

received! YEARGHH!

Me- -
clumsy?!

Didn’t see 
that one coming, 

did you? How clumsy 
am I now?
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He’s tougher than 
he looks- -but I think 

we can take him if we hit 
him all at once!

Idiots!

You’re 
right, Al!

Yeah, he 
won’t be able 

to cope with three 
simultaneous 

attacks!

I’ll keep him at 
bay with a wall of pure 

cosmic fire, 

while you guys 
clobber him from 

the sides.

Hey, he’s 
walking through 

your wall!
I’m indestructible! 

Ever watch television?
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Your cosmic energy 
doesn’t affect me. There’s 

nothing you can do 
against me!

We’ll see, 
loudmouth!

Alex, no- -
duck!

I can’t 
move! 

What...?

Janelle?

Stop fighting, 
all of you!

I’m going 
to put you down 
on the ground, 

Patriot.
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Frank is here, 
ready to talk 

to you.

Well done, 
Janelle.

The boys 
will be at ease 
now- -won’t you, 

boys?
Patriot, do 

you remember 
me?

Back off, small 
fry, before I get a 

flyswatter!

At least 
I hope we 

are…

Relax, 
everyone. We’re 

all friends 
here.

Of course I do, but the 
Frank Foster I knew was a 

hero, not an outlaw.



Meanwhile, in Archer City, in the 
megalopolis’s skid row…
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I’m still on the right side, 
Patriot, and I’m willing to tell you 

everything. I trust your 
judgment.

I want to 
believe you’re 

innocent, Frank.
Still, there’s a 
lot you need to 

explain.

!

!

What...?

Do you really 
think you’re impressing 
me with your pointless 

reprimands, Red Agent?

Let me just say 
I’m happy to see an old 

brother in arms 
again!

You can start 
with how your protégés 
got their powers. But 
before we get to any 

of that…



22

How dare 
you!

Jesus, Mary 
an’ Joseph...

Let me remind 
you that despite it, 
You failed at your 

assigned task- -

Has your 
power gone to 

your head, 
Professor? 

- -and Khrushchev 
himself has sent me

to take charge 
of you!

But you may think, like many 
do, that the terrible Red Agent is just 
a legend- -that elite soldiers have been 
following the orders of a succession of 

superiors using the same code name 
for several generations- -

- -when there has only ever 
been one Red Agent! While it is true 

that I continually wear masks to 
conceal my identity, perhaps my real 

face will convince you that this 
is truly me- -

- -and that you 
will then be wise enough 

to realize your overinflated 
ego has no place in the grand 

designs of the 
Soviet Union!

Do you see the terror 
that I inspire in your lackeys? 

The fear that overwhelms them, 
when they think of all the blood 

I have spilled?



to be continued
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Gaze, 
“Storm Fighter,” upon 
the true face of the 

Revolution!

If you fail to 
eliminate Foster and his pups 
and obtain the secrets of his 

time machine the next time you 
meet mine shall be the last face 

you see…before you die 
at my hands!

And 
trust me, 

Comrade Phillips, 
I will make certain 
that your death is 
the slowest, most 
atrocious ever 
experienced by 

a human
being…




